Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.        Hebrews 13:1-2

Most of you have already heard.  I am moving to another appointment in Glen Ellyn at St Thomas United Methodist Church in July.  I will be following an interest of mine, interim ministry.  My goal is to spend the rest of my ministry in short-term appointments helping congregations with specific issues.  I initiated a conversation about this new type of ministry with the Bishop and our District Superintendent, Oscar Carrasco last spring.  We were having conversations about possibilities and looking forward to a time in the future when such a ministry might come to fruition.  Quite suddenly, an opportunity to begin interim ministry was presented.  I agreed to take that new position.
There will be more time for me to say goodbye and to express my thanks for all of you in this congregation.  I have valued doing ministry with you.  I will miss this congregation in ways too numerous to count.  There are so many good and faithful servants who have built this church and sustained it and have blessed the community with service inside the church and outside in the world.  But I will say more about this in a subsequent letter.

One piece of what I hope my legacy will be is that this church is a place of grace and welcome.  If you want to bless me or give me a parting gift – welcome your next pastor with your whole heart.  Bring SungJa Lee Moon into your lives and bless her.  Make her feel at home.  Show her the love that you have received from Christ.  Do not compare her to me or to the long list of other pastors who have served this church faithfully.  Accept her unique gifts and come along side of her to work with her in new ministry.  She will lead you with integrity and passion.
Hospitality is a ministry.  We are in the business of welcoming people into the presence of Christ.  That means that we establish an atmosphere of gracious welcome.  In the church building, the kingdom outpost, our conversations tend toward affirmation, thanksgiving, adoration and praise.  Our spirit is to help, assist and guide.  Showing people around the building is only a half measure.  Our ultimate aim is to direct people to the powerful person of Jesus Christ.  You have a new partner in this work.
Hospitality is one step in the process of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ.  The second step is invitation.  Jesus not only made people feel at home when he was with him, he also constantly invited people who were not with him to join him.

As George Barna, a Christian author and pollster, writes, “Disciples undergo a changed lifestyle that is manifested through Christ-oriented values, goals, perspectives, activities, and relationships.”  As we are disciplined by the teaching and example of Jesus, our lives are transformed.  We begin to look and act more like Christ.  


That means that it is time to invite people into the presence of God, just as Jesus did.  You can certainly meet God in our midst.  Now all we need to do is extend the invitation.

In the peace of Christ,

Gary

